Don Weden is a retired Principal Planner for the Santa Clara County Planning
Office, where he served for 34 years before retiring in 2003. During his tenure, he
managed a wide array of planning studies, including the last comprehensive revision of

the County’s General Plan.

Since his retirement, Weden has served as an unpaid community advisor and educator,
focusing on preparing local communities for significant demographic and environmental
changes. His advocacy emphasizes evolving from automobile-dependent suburbs to
intelligently more urban environments that support walking, mass transit, and
multigenerational living. He is a key figure in presentations such as "Santa Clara
County 3.0" and "Urbanism After the Pandemic," which explore alternative scenarios for

the county's future growth.

In 2013, he was inducted into the Planner Emeritus Network of the California Chapter of
the American Planning Association. Weden holds a master’s in city and regional
planning from the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, and a BA in political science
from the University of Minnesota. He continues to engage with the public through
presentations on topics like "Cities for All Ages" and "Envisioning a multigenerational
Agrihood."



