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Whew!! 2021 Is Finally Here!! 
 

BIG SIR GREETING 

FEBRUARY 2021 

 

     Well, not much to report again.  No 
news from State SIRS or Governor 
Newsom about the possibility of opening 
things up again.  No word on when the 
vaccines will reach our area in sufficient 
quantities to get everyone taken care of.  
My best guess is that we may possibly see 
things start to loosen up around summer 
and we can begin at least some activities 
again under some restrictions. 
 
No matter which side you were on during 
the recent hotly contested and disputed 
election, we now have a new President and 
Vice President and I pray God will guide 
them and they will do what is best for the 
country and not their party or personal 
agendas.  We come from different faiths 
and beliefs but I have heard just about 
every one of the major religious groups 
support this concept.... to pray for and 
guide our leaders.  Many of us have done 
this in the past no matter who won 
elections.  
 
We have had at least some return to some 
form of normalcy in that we have a national 
college football champ in a weird season 
and we appear to be going to have national 
champs in men and women's basketball in 
equally weird circumstances, even if we are 
denied watching our favorite teams in 
person.  Hopefully by fall all the high school 
sports in the state will resume and we will 
be able to attend everything in person 
again.  Other states have had their high 

school sports under various restrictions and 
not allowing ours to start up again will cost 
many kids a chance to go to college on an 
athletic scholarship in some sport.  
 
We will face many challenges in our nation, 
state, and local communities this year 
whether or not it is because of Covid, 
continuing draught, the economy, crime, or 
continuing social discord.  Our nation has 
weathered bad times before and will 
probably do so again.  It is up to each of us 
who have witnessed so much of good and 
bad history to help those who haven't 
understand that we can succeed by 
enduring, and not give in to a defeatist or 
selfish mindset.  
 
Be kind, loving, forgiving, and 
understanding of those around you this 
year as a path to peace for yourself. I 
continue to hope again to have better news 
for all of us next month. 

 
         Glenn Nellman                  Big Sir 2020 
 
     

                     
       

 
 



 

 

Editor’s Comments 

 

     We finally are receiving rain, after such a long dry spell!  Hopefully nature makes up for our dry spell with 

two or three good months of moisture. 

     February is a month of significant holidays, including Ground Hog Day, Lincoln and Washington’s 

birthdays, and of course MOST IMPORTANTLY, Valentine’s Day. 

You will find later a little history of Ground Hog Day.  You will also find attached a history of the celebration 

of Valentines Day, including its origin. 

     For us, who have been married for many years, it is often difficult to find unique and special ways to show 

our spouses that we love them just as much as when we married them.  Of course, if we only wait until 

Valentine’s Day to do thoughtful and loving things, then for sure we are lacking in maintaining a robust and 

healthy marriage.   

     But I do think the traditions of Valentines Day are important to maintain.  We should always think of what 

our spouses really like and enjoy.  It may be flowers—they are always welcome---and a nice dinner out is 

always great, if we can find a nice restaurant that is open, where we enjoy the food and the atmosphere.   

     Just being together and doing something we both enjoy is most important.  So let’s make this a special 

Valentines Day! We do sincerely appreciate our wives. 

     And we also need to tell our children and grandchildren that we love them, often, as well. 

     That is what will keep them going during the tough times of life.   

David Stull 

    



 

  



 

 



 

 

HISTORY OF GROUNDHOG DAY 
 
Groundhog Day is a popular North American tradition observed in the United States and Canada on February 2.  It derives from 
Pennsylvania Dutch superstition that if a groundhog emerges from its burrow on this day and sees its shadow due to clear weather, he will 
go back into his den and winter will persist for six more weeks.  But if it sees its shadow because of cloudiness, then spring will arrive 
soon.    
(Of course in North Dakota, where I come from, if the groundhog sees its shadow, we will have 3 more months of winter, which can often 
be typical.) 
 
The first official Groundhog Day celebration took place on February 2, 1887 in Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania.  It was the brainchild of local 
newspaper editor Clymer Freas, who sold a group of businessmen and groundhog hunters—known collectively as the Punxsutawney 
Groundhog Club, on the idea.   
 
The men trekked to a site called Gobbler’s Knob, where the inaugural groundhog became the bearer of bad new when he saw his shadow. 
Nowadays, the yearly festivities in Punxsutawney are presided over by a band of local dignitaries known as the Inner Circle.  Its members 
wear top hats and conduct the official proceedings in the Pennsylvania Dutch dialect.  (they supposedly speak to the groundhog in 
“Groundhogese”) 
 
Every February 2, tens of thousands of spectators attend Groundhog Day events in Punxsutawney, a borough that’s home to some 6,000 
people.  It was immortalized in the 1993 firm Groundhog Day, which was actually shot in Woodstock, Illinois.   
How Accurate Are Groundhogs? 
 
While sunny days are indeed associated with colder, drier air, we probably shouldn’t trade in our meteorologists for groundhogs just yet.  
Studies by the National Climatic Data Center and the Canadian weather service have yielded a dismal success rate of around 40% for 
Punxsutawney Phil. 
Staten Island Chuck, on the other hand, is reportedly accurate almost 70% of the time.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                   



 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
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PRESIDENT 

 Ed Benson 
    REGION 2 DIRECTOR 

 Rick Kindle 652-8608      

AREA 18 GOVERNOR 

           Richard Provost        222-1910 

 

2021 OFFICERS 

BIG SIR 

 Glenn Nellman 369-8620 

LITTLE SIR 

 Mike Sather 601-1642     

    SECRETARY 

 John Bayley 298-0327 
ASST. SECRETARY 

 

TREASURER 

 John Doisy 478-4728 

ASST. TREASURER 

 Bob Stewart 946-0897 
 
DIRECTORS 

2018 thru 2020 

 Pete Lepisto 948-2265 

 Dave Palmer 242-2093 

2019 thru 2021 

 Jack Lamberty 451-1165 

 Dave Derksen 636-4650 

2020 thru 2022 

 David Stull 479-4944 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 COMMITTEES & ACTIVITIES 

ATTENDANCE 

 Dick Andersen 406-9399 

AUDITORS 

   Dave Palmer 242-2093 

 open 

BIOGRAPHER 

   

BOWLING 

 Ron Korock 951-4759 

BRIDGE (SIR) 

           Dave Palmer            242-2093 

    BRIDGE (mixed) 

 Dick Andersen 406-9399 

    BULLETIN EDITOR 

            David Stull 479-4944 

    BUCKET BRIGADE  

 Ethan Ives 239-4212 

 Ellis Weeks 951-2320 

 Jack Steigerwald 541-740-8787 

 Bob Stewart 946-0897 

CHAPLAIN 

 John Mendonca 477-0743 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

 Glenn Nellman 369-8620 

 Mike Sather 601-1642  

FLAGBEARER 

 John Westhafer 957-0424 

      

 

 

 

 

 

  

    GOLF (Par 3 course) 

  

     GOLF (18 hole) 

  

GREETERS 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

 Dave Derksen 636-4650 

MEMORIALS & SUNSHINE 

 John Mendonca 477-0743 

MUSIC 

 Maynard Bostwick 474-7007 

     NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

 Mike Sather 601-1642 

    PHOTOGRAPHY 

 open 

PICNIC (June) 

 Glenn Nellman 369-8620 

 Mike Sather 601-1642 

PROGRAM 

 Mike Sather 601-1642 

ROSTER 

 Dave Derksen 636-4650 

     TRAVEL      

 Dave Derksen 636-4650 

WEBMASTER 

 Jack Lamberty 451-1165 

NOTICE:     Articles to be included in the 
Branch 46 monthly “Bulletin” should be 
submitted NO LATER THAN the middle of 
the 3rd week of the month. Submit them to 

David Stull at djstull43@yahoo.com or 

209-479-4944. 

NO  CURRENT OR 

FUTURE MEETINGS 

ARE SCHEDULED AT 

THIS TIME.  

 

UPDATES WILL BE 

FORTHCOMING AS 

CIRCUMSTANCES 

CHANGE. 
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