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BIG SIR

JIM SASSE and his Thoughts

May Thoughts.

I write this on Earth Day and Spring is in the air. Temperature nearing 80 degrees in the

Sonoma Valley with the hills dark green and the streams still swollen with those wonderful

winter rains. The Indian rain dances we all did were answered in a record way and the threats of

serious draught no longer much of a concern. As I see our beautiful California poppies in bloom,

I am truly grateful for this winter’s storms. However, we all know our Golden State will return to

droughts, thus while we enjoy washing our dusty cars, we should be mindful to practice water

conservation so the severity of those future dry spells will be diminished.

As you all know we are again looking into a possible merger with branch 7. The plus

column and the minus column will be explored by our pilot group as an open forum at our May

2nd lunch, instead of a guest speaker.to make our branch fully aware of the pros and cons, before

our final decision when it comes time. Think of this as the now popular Town Hall meeting at

election time. We are in a third meeting with Branch 7’s team. Bob Bundy, Branch 7’s Big Sir,

has been asked for specific information for our review at our next meeting on Thursday the 27th

of April. We are both good branches, and there are advantages and disadvantages to a merger. A

vote in August will tell the story of our perspective as a group. That is

the end of this process and for it to serve your interests we need your

participation in this process. I hope for a good outcome from you over

the next few months, starting with our meeting and lunch next Tuesday

May 2nd.

Well, get out and enjoy this truly spectacular spring! It is

absolutely beautiful!
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In lieu of a speaker the speaker portion of our

May meeting will be devoted to an in-depth

discussion of the merger discussions and plans

regarding Branch 7. The presentation will be

by the team who have been meeting with their

opposite numbers at Branch 7. These are Jim

Sasse, Jim Stein, Jim Boughey and Wally

Holmes. Our July Meeting would fall on the

Fourth of July public holiday and needs to be

moved. Branch 7 meets at McInnis Club

Restaurant like we do, and we have agreed to

have a joint meeting and lunch with Branch 7

on Thursday July 6. The Policies of SIR INC

require a vote of our members by mail or email

with a 21-day waiting period before ballots are

counted. This process will be completed in

August unless you tell us to abandon this

process during our May meeting. So please

come in May prepared to listen to our team,

ask your questions and share your thoughts.

MAY SPEAKER



The Pacific Catch
Corte Madera Town Cente

Restaurant Review
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SIR Branch 22
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Jeff Rawle

Jack Hicke

Bill McGra

James Mill

Jack & Mary Alice Hickey 09/05

SIR Branch 22 (sirinc2.org)

.

SUNSHINE & SHADOWS

Bill Reid passed 21 April 2023

FOR BRANCH 22
el 02/05

s 03/05

y 07/05

th 12/05

er 28/05
Your Branch 22 has a WEB Page as
part of the SIR INC web site. This
page is maintained by Member
Rich Seyler who is doing a very
good job. Check it out with this
hyper link.

https://branch22.sirinc2.org/


.

Our speaker was related to the Army General who
commanded the presidio and gave aid and comfort to
the injured and homeless in 1906.

ATTENDANCE REPORT

PRIL 2023

TOTAL ACTIVE MEMBERS 59

GAINS LOSSES THIS MONTH -4

TOTAL ACTIVE MEMBERS 55

EXCUSED 26

UNEXCUSED 0

TOTAL NOT ATTENDING 26

MEMBERS ATTENDING 29

GUEST & SPEAKERS 1

% OF MEMBERS ATTENDING 52.7%

More Branch 22 News last month attendance was up to 52.7% of our Members. We
continue to hope this is a positive sign that we are continuing to come out of the Pandemic.



SIR, Inc.* State of the STATE and

Other Branches May 2023

See Full State News @ https://sirinc.org/?s=Happenings
The first 2023 quarterly issue is still posted and contains news and these interesting articles among others:
Tech and future grocery shopping.
Update on Charles III.
Use of . . . nym words
The latest on Climate Change by member L. Pitts.
Which Generation Lies to Their Doctors the Most?

SIR STATE OFFICERS
STATE NEWS: 2023 brings significant change to the SIR organizational structure. First off, the Region

Director position will be discontinued. Secondly the title Area Governor will be replaced by Area Representative
with major changes in the job description. Without a Region Director and with Area 8s continuing Area Governor
vacancy there are concerns about the communication link between the Area 8 branches and those at the state level in
SIR. It has been recommended that the branches in Area 8 elect an Area Representative ASAP. The new Area
Representative reports to the Vice President of SIR. Please note it puts the new position in a less controversial
position than the old A.G. requirements. There are no compliance issues to be dealt with, all overdue reports and
documents required in our incorporation business will be done by another.

So far Group 8 (that is us) is the only Group to not yet elected such a representative and there
is no news of a plan to do so!

https://sirinc.org/?s=Happenings


TURNING PAGES

Bud Pflueger

“The Passenger” by Cormac McCarthy, 2022, fiction

In 1980 Bobby Western, a contract salvage diver, cuts into an undamaged corporate jet off
the coast of Mississippi to find nine dead passengers, and the pilot and copilot, with
the black box and the pilot’s flight bag missing. Later visited by men with badges,
they reveal that there was a tenth passenger. He is then entangled in a mystery
wherein he is threatened in both body and mind by men he does not know. The story
delves into the past history of a father, now dead, who worked on the Manhattan
Project, one of the creators of “the Bomb”, and, retreating in time, to the
schizophrenic hallucinations of a beloved sister who died ten years previously.

McCarthy has no peer in modern American writing. His uniquely
unparalleled writing style probes the nature of reality, morality and God, and ranges

from long discourses on particle physics, to the intricate fabrications of modern diving, and to
locations such as an abandoned oilrig in the Gulf. His naturalistic portrayals rival those of James
Lee Burke, as does his primary location in New Orleans, where Bobby lives with scanty means,
while visiting a host of friends in unknown bars and also, if guested, the “famous” New Orleans
restaurants and watering holes.

This brilliant novel will challenge your beliefs and perhaps change your thinking about
historical events, such as the Kennedy assassination in 1963.

“The Half-Known Life In Search of Paradise”, by Pico Ayer, 2023 Non-fiction

This is a masterpiece by this renowned author, a lifelong world traveler, who, in all of his
many books, portrays foreign lands and people in ways not seen by ordinary visitors. In this book,

he challenges the mind of readers and also fellow travelers, to try to understand
what we do not know or can only faintly begin to grasp. He describes visits to
destinations, many of which have been historically deemed “paradise”, to uncover
what the word means in a much deeper sense: Sri Lanka, Bali, Japanese
monasteries, Varanasi, Kashmir, Jerusalem and Ladakh. Piqued by quotes from
Melville and his friend the Dali Lama, the reader may begin to ponder whether he
can truly know anything. This is a book for our troubled times, written in Ayer’s
inimitable prose style. Do yourself a favor; read this book!



POKER
Wally Holmes

The Next Sirs Poker Game is scheduled for Monday May 8,
2023

` We had a great turnout for poker on April 10th. Unfortunately, we received a last-minute
notice from Indian Valley Golf Course stating the Golf Course and the Restaurant would be
closed for the day to make repairs to the golf course. I sent out a quick e-mail to the players
letting them know that the Restaurant would be closed, and the poker game had moved to my
home. I forewarned everyone; however, I was not cooking breakfast since I am a terrible cook.
However, we did provide soft drinks, Coffee, and donuts. I hope everyone had a great time. We
had 5 players in the game. They were Steve Miller, Bud Pflueger, Ed Marshal, Steve Bettega,
and me. We sorely missed Tom fox, Jim Stein, Dan Bastian. and a few others. There was only
one big winner and that was Ed Marshal, and Dave Bettega being a small winner. In May the
Poker game will be back at the 19th Hole Bar and Grill at Indian Valley.

Also, if you do not know how to play poker and would like to learn, please contact us.
We would love to have you join our poker group and we would be incredibly happy to work with
you and teach you how to play the various games. Even if you don’t play poker, join us for a
great breakfast at the 19th Hole Bar and Grill. Also, if you would like to play cribbage, dominoes,
pedro, just get a team together and we can get a table setup for you at the Restaurant. We don’t
just have to play poker.

Dan get the knees working and if you need a ride up the hill at Indian Valley, just let us
know.

The Sirs Poker Club plays poker on the first Monday after the regular Sirs luncheon. Have
member of Sirs, we have a great time. Please take the time to join us. If you think we can



improve our games and get larger turnouts, give us your thoughts and comments? We would like
to improve in the number of players and have a fun outing and enjoy good friends and food.

There is a $50 buy in to play poker. The red chips are 50 cents, black chips dollar and the yellow
chips are five dollars. There is a 3 raise maximum and it is dealer’s choice on the game they
would like to play. The deck has one joker, and it goes with aces, straights, and flushes.
However, if you name a wild card game such as down and dirty, the joker automatically becomes
wild unless you state at the beginning the joker is not wild.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Dave Thornton

“------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MEMBERS OF BR 22 ARE FREE TO SUBMIT

ARTICLE THEY WRITE: THE EDITOR BUT

NONE OF YOU HAVE.



GOLF
Bill Wilhelm

Score Cads by Rich Seyler





TIME TO LIGHTEN UP


