
Big Sir Greeting for November 2025 

 

Greetings SIR Members,  

We have arrived at the 11th month of the year, November. This is the month we celebrate Veterans Day, and 

Thanksgiving. This is the start of the holiday season. This is the month that we show our self-control not to gain 

weight as we start eating the holiday delicious meals.  

We will start with our November holiday luncheon meal that has been selected for us. The menu is: stuffed bacon 

wrapped pork loin with bourbon maple sauce, mashed potatoes and gravy, green salad, vegetables and, bread.  

Please RSVP ASAP BY EMAIL OR TEXT TO MARK WAHLMAN AT 209-327-7335,  

or email to: mwahlman@comcast.net 

Please do text or email by: November 7, 2025. We do need an accurate count, thank you.  

November being the month we celebrate Veterans Day, I would like to ask whomever wants to share their 

experience as a Veteran to give us a 2 or 3 minutes presentation. We will have at least 20 minutes to a half hour. 

So, please I would like to have as many as we can get to share their experiences.  

I would like to thank all who have participated, over the past year,  in the different events and have given of their 

valuable time to the Chapter.  You all are amazing and your support is greatly appreciated. Without you we would 

not have the success that we’ve had this year.  

Please don’t forget to bring your cash or check for the Christmas luncheon. The luncheon will be December 9, 2025, 

at NOON.  $50 PER PERSON; $100 PER COUPLE. Please sign up and or pay this month, but we will be taking 

reservations up to December 3, 2025,  Once you make your reservations your payment can be received up to the 

day of the event.  

I’m so glad that we are having our Christmas Luncheon, once again. at Woodbridge Golf and Country Club.  

My best wishes to all members, and their families this Thanksgiving.  

 

Regards, 

Juan G Ochoa, BIG SIR 

jgochoa@icloud.com, 209-481-5325 
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BULLETIN EDITOR COMMENTARY 
Forty five men enjoyed a chicken parmesan lunch at our October SIR meeting.  That included 3 guests and the 

speaker. We inducted a new member, Douglas Waterhouse.  Three new applications were also turned in. 
 

But the main event was our great speaker, County Supervisor Steven Ding. 

Supervisor Ding reported that San Joaquin is one of the most fiscally prudent 

counties in the state, even able to put away some additional funds into reserve 

this year, for “the rainy day”. 
 

But the Supervisors are still accomplishing much, such as making many changes 

at the Micke Grove Regional Park, with a new miniature golf course coming to 

the Park, plus an update to the zoo, to get it re-certified, plus, yet to be 

announced new features on the north end of the park. 
 

But Supervisor Ding’s main concern is the homeless problem in the cities and 

the county.  He has been working on this problem for some time.  He pointed 

out that most homeless people are either mentally ill or substance or alcohol addicted---although some are 

homeless due to high housing costs.  I was surprised to learn that the law requires that if a law enforcement 

officer picks up a homeless person, with the above named problems, the officer must take them to a Hospital 

Emergency Room, and remain there with them until they are stabilized and treated and are given new clothing 

and shoes to wear.  That may be hours!!!  Then they are turned loose on the streets again, where they may 

even commit crimes against each other and the general population.   
 

Another surprise which he brought to our attention----there has not been any federal mental health legislation 

passed SINCE 1965---WHEN MOST MENTAL HEALTH RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES WERE CLOSED!!!  The current law 

requires that a mental health facility cannot have more than 16 residents, and need to be separate residents, 

in separate areas, for men, women and juveniles. (That is why the Stockton Children’s Home is so 

underutilized, even though it has a capacity for over 150.)   
 

Supervisor Ding is a major driver for changes in those rules.   He has spearheaded an effort by the National 

Association of County Supervisors, and with the help of a couple of US House Representatives, both 

Republican and Democrat, to again allow larger, modern facilities to be built for the mentally ill, instead of 

having them eventually dying on the streets.   
 

A new center called the BE WELL CENTER, is being constructed near the 

County Hospital, and that is due to be completed by the end of 2026.  
 

A great, important, and informative talk by Supervisor Steven Ding.   

 

LEFT—New member Doug Waterhouse with 
Juan Ochoa 



NOVEMBER HOLIDAYS AND OBSERVANCES  

11/02  Daylight Savings Ends 

11/04  Election Day 

11/11  VETERANS DAY 

11/27  THANKSGIVING DAY 

11/28  Black Friday 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Date   Name     Sir Since 

11/03/58  Brad Hickey   04/12/11 

11/17/39  Duane Freiberg   03/01/19   

11/09/48  Roger Richerson   04/10/18 

11/14/40  Jim Sowers    07/12/22 

11/10/47  Bob Stewart   11/01/11 

NEW SIR BRANCH 145 MEMBERS 

(Not Inducted Yet) 

Tim Cox 

Tony Borrego 

Steven Costa  

WELCOME GENTLEMAN! 



 

SIR Speaker for November 

Anthony Butera 

Anthony Butera graduated from University of San Francisco with a bachelor’s degree in economics and 
focused in Asian Pacific studies. Upon graduation he lived and worked mainly in Tokyo, Japan in sales 
management in education for 11 years. He has been living in Modesto since 1995 and works in financial 
services by helping companies, their employees and families by providing financial education and 
benchmarking their current financial game plans in terms of hands-on service, growth and simplicity of 
processing transactions. 

At our meeting Anthony will bring two of his fellow team members and give us the latest on the stock 
market and how we might consider maneuvering in the future. 

Within SIRS he has been Little SIR, BIG SIR and his currently our Area 18 Representative. He is 

married and they live along the Tuolumne River in Modesto with 2 dogs and 1 cat. 

FEATURING STEVEN HELLMER 
Since 2019 we have benefited from the service of Steve Hellmer as our SIR 

Branch 145 Membership Chairman.  We all need to thank him for his service 

in keeping our Roster up to date and keeping our email list up to date. 
 

Steve was born in Hayes , Kansas, but when he was age 5 his family moved to 

California so his father could take a job with Cal Trans.  The family lived in 

Isleton and Stockton for a while, but then settled in Lodi, where Steve 

graduated from Lodi High—I believe with honors. 
 

After High School, Steve received a Bachelor of Science degree from Delta 

College in Computer Science.  After that Steve acquired a Master’s degree 

from the University of Phoenix in Computer Technology, graduating with a 4.0 

GPA. 
 

As you can guess, Steve spent his working career working with computer 

systers, first at  Bank of Stockton, then Delta College, and finally for The 

Stockton Unified School District and the DMV. 
 

A very interesting fact is that Steve married his wife, Julie, in 1995, the same year I married my wife Dee---but also 

by the same pastor---Dr. Jim Dunn, pastor of First Baptist Church, Stockton.  He met Julie while working as a soccer 

coach for young boys, so between them they have 4 boys---2 boys each---and 4 grandchildren.   
 

Steve retired 8 years ago, at the age of 62.  Steve and Julie have spent their retirement visiting many countries 

around the world, and of course, playing golf, where he maintains a low handicap.  Steve, being a very disciplined 

guy,  has a workout routine each day with 4 sets of exercises.   
 

Steve and Julie are very active in their church---First Baptist of Lodi---being there for a Sunday School Class, Morning 

Service and First Baptist’s Wednesday night dinners.  
 

Congratulations to Steve and Julie for a very successful life.    



Membership Report OCTOBER 

Membership in attendance:   40 

Guest in attendance:    4 

Percentage of active members in attendance 39% 

Total active members:    107 

Members Added:    1 
   190 Doug Waterhouse 
                                                              
Members Reinstated:     1 
                                    56 Tom Trunnell 
 
Members Dropped    1 
   11 Al Furr    
                                     
Members Resigned    0 
                                                       

Stephen Hellmer-Membership Chairman 

2025  ANNUAL DUES 

Annual Dues of $25 per 
member are due and may be 

paid at the next Meeting.  
If not attending,  

please mail a check to: 
Joe Stephens 

P.O. Box 114, Clements, 
CA 95227 

Joe Stephens      SIR Branch #145 
Treasurer 

twarrior1945@gmail.com      
209 992-1020 









VETERANS DAY 

LEFT-- U.S. World War I veteran Joseph Am-
brose (1896–1988) attends the dedication parade for 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 1982, wearing his 
original Brodie helmet and doughboy uniform and hold-
ing the flag that covered the casket of his son, Clem-
ent, who was killed in the Korean War. 

Observed by 
United States 

Type National 

Celebrations Veterans Day parades 

Date 
November 11[a] 

Frequency Annual 

First time 1954; 71 years ago 

Related to 
Armistice Day 

Remembrance Day 

Veterans Day (originally known as Armistice Day) is a federal holiday in the United States observed 
annually on November 11, for honoring military veterans of the United States Armed Forces.[b][1][2] It coincides 
with holidays in several countries, including Armistice Day and Remembrance Day, which also occur on the 
anniversary of the end of World War I.[3] Major hostilities of World War I were formally ended at the 11th hour 
of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918 when the Armistice with Germany went into effect. At the urging of 
major U.S. veteran organizations,[c] Armistice Day was renamed Veterans Day in 1954.[4] 

Veterans Day is distinct from Memorial Day, a U.S. public holiday in May: Veterans Day commemorates the 
service of all U.S. veterans, while the older Memorial Day, which grew out of Civil War commemorations, 
specifically honors those who have died while in military service.[5] Another military holiday that also occurs in 
May, Armed Forces Day, honors those currently serving in the U.S. military. Additionally, Women Veterans 
Day is recognized by a growing number of U.S. states that specifically honor women who have served in the 
U.S. military. 

History 

On November 11, 1919, President Woodrow Wilson issued a message to his countrymen on the first Armistice 
Day, in which he expressed what he felt the day meant to Americans: 

A year ago today our enemies laid down their arms in accordance with an armistice which rendered them 
impotent to renew hostilities, and gave to the world an assured opportunity to reconstruct its shattered order 
and to work out in peace a new and more just set of international relations. The soldiers and people of the 
European Allies had fought and endured for more than four years to uphold the barrier of civilization against 
the aggressions of armed force. We ourselves had been in the conflict something more than a year and a half. 

With splendid forgetfulness of mere personal concerns, we remodeled our industries, concentrated our 

financial resources, increased our agricultural output, and assembled a great army, so that at the last our 

power was a decisive factor in the victory. We were able to bring the vast resources, material and moral, of a 

great and free people to the assistance of our associates in Europe who had suffered and sacrificed without 

limit in the cause for which we fought.  

                                                  Continued 
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Continued 

Out of this victory there arose new possibilities of political freedom and economic concert. The war showed us 
the strength of great nations acting together for high purposes, and the victory of arms foretells the enduring 
conquests which can be made in peace when nations act justly and in furtherance of the common interests of 
men. 

To us in America the reflections of Armistice Day will be filled with solemn pride in the heroism of those who died 
in the country's service, and with gratitude for the victory, both because of the thing from which it has freed us 
and because of the opportunity it has given America to show her sympathy with peace and justice in the 
councils of nations.[6] 

The United States Congress adopted a resolution on June 4, 1926, requesting that President Calvin 
Coolidge issue annual proclamations calling for the observance of November 11 with appropriate ceremonies.
[6] A Congressional Act (52 Stat. 351; 5 U.S. Code, Sec. 87a) approved May 13, 1938, made November 11 in 
each year a legal holiday: "a day to be dedicated to the cause of world peace and to be thereafter celebrated 
and known as 'Armistice Day'".[4] 

In 1945, World War II veteran Raymond Weeks from Birmingham, Alabama, had the idea of a national holiday 
that would honor all war veterans, living and dead, to be celebrated on Armistice Day. Weeks led a delegation to 
Gen. Dwight Eisenhower, who supported the idea of National Veterans Day. Weeks led the first national 
celebration in 1947 in Alabama and annually until his death in 1985. President Reagan honored Weeks at the 
White House with the Presidential Citizenship Medal in 1982 as the driving force for the national 
holiday. Elizabeth Dole, who prepared the briefing for President Reagan, determined Weeks as the "Father of 
Veterans Day".[7] 

U.S. Representative Ed Rees from Emporia, Kansas, presented a bill establishing the holiday through 
Congress. President Dwight D. Eisenhower, also from Kansas, signed the bill into law on May 26, 1954. It had 
been eight and a half years since Weeks held his first Armistice Day celebration for all veterans.[8] 

Congress amended the bill on June 1, 1954, replacing "Armistice" with "Veterans," and it has been known as 
Veterans Day since.[4][9] 

The National Veterans Award was also created in 1954. Congressman Rees of Kansas received the first 
National Veterans Award in Birmingham, Alabama, for his support in offering legislation to make Veterans Day a 
federal holiday.[10] 

Although originally scheduled for celebration on November 11 of every year, starting in 1971 in accordance with 
the Uniform Monday Holiday Act, Veterans Day was moved to the fourth Monday of October (October 25, 1971;
[11] October 23, 1972; October 22, 1973; October 28, 1974; October 27, 1975; October 25, 1976, and October 
24, 1977). In 1978, it was moved back to its original celebration on November 11. While the legal holiday 
remains on November 11, if that date happens to be on a Saturday or Sunday, then federal government 
employees and a number of organizations will instead take the day off on the adjacent Friday or Monday, 
respectively.  

LEFT-- U.S. Army and Air Force Junior Reserve 
Officers' Training Corps cadets march during a 
Veterans Day parade in Baltimore, Maryland, 2016. 
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NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION FOR RETIRED MEN 
LODI BRANCH #145 
1729 Zinfandel Drive 
LODI, CA 95242 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

2025 OFFICERS 

     BIG SIR 
     Juan Ochoa                                     481-5825 
LITTLE SIR 

         Felix Moran  609-4084 
    SECRETARY 

 Anthony Moles 369-8182 
ASST. SECRETARY 
      
TREASURER 
 Joe Stephens                               992-1020  
ASST. TREASURER    
  
  

2025 Directors-at-Large 
John Coakley 914-9830 
Mike Lynn 224-6115 
Bill Rutherford 916-995-6079 
Glenn Nellman 209-369-8620 
 

Area State Representative Tony Butera 
  209-985-3473 
State President Rick Carlston 
  925-324-0838 
 

2025 Committee Chairman 
ACTIVITIES  
 David Dias 
ANECDOTALIST 
 Mike Lynn 712-6200 
ATTENDANCE 
 Stephen Helmer                           242-4607 
AUDITOR 
 Replacement TBA 

      
 

BULLETIN EDITOR 
       David Stull 479-4944  

    BULLETIN PUBLISHER 
 Temple Gallagher               986-8367 

    CHAPLAIN 
      David Stull 479-4944  
GREETER 
   
RECOGNITION 
  
GOLF 
 Bill Rutherford              916-995-6079 
HISTORIAN 
 (open) 
MEMBERSHP RECORDS  
 Stephen Helmer                 242-4607 
NOMINATING 
       
PICNIC 
 
PHOTOGRAPHER 
 Ed Oyler 209-482-6809 
PROGRAM 
 Felix Moran 609-4084 
 Tom Pratt 916-622-4791 

     PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN 
 Big SIR 
SARGENT AT ARMS 
 
SONG LEADER 
 Joe Stephens   992-1020 

    TRAVEL & TOURS 
 John Cardoza 209-483-7722 

 PAST BIG SIR  

Ruben Moser                       1988-1989 
Al Baerwald 1990 
Bill Owen 1991 
Al Cooper 1992 
Earl Klapstein 1993 
Dave Stennick 1994 
Gus Armendariz 1995 
Jerry Kirsten 1996 
Bob McCaffrey 1997 
Tom Bandelin 1998 
Frank Garcia 1999 
Bob Handel 2000 
John Korphage (18)             2000-2001 
Jack Jackson 2001 
Bill Dauer 2002 
Ron Westerterp 2003 
Dave Hinchman                   2004-2005 
Paul Reiner                                   2006 
Neal W. Welsh                             2007 
John Mendonca                            2008 
Bill Shankles                                 2009 
George Cameron                          2010 
Richard Baines                    2011-2012 
Al Furr                                          2013 
Chuck Bennett                     2014-2015 
Jack Johnson                                2016 
Bob Gorbet                                    2017 
Phil Schrock    2018 
Paul Wright 2019-2021 
Mark Wahlman 2022-2023 


