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The Picnic & Remembering Those Who Gave Everything 

Big Sir 

Hello SIR members, it’s incredible that we have completed a quarter of the year 
2025.  
 
I hope everyone has had a great experience attending the different activities that 
SIRS has to offer. 
 
We continue to have great attendance at meetings, golf tournaments, and I 
hope the dinner and wine activities are adding attendees as well. 
 
On Tuesday, May 13, 2025, we will be having our traditional spring picnic at 
Micke Grove Park starting at 11:30 AM. REMEMBER WE WILL BE CHARGING 
$20.00 for lunch per person. 
 
We will be having a super great TAQUIZA TRANSLATE TO a great TACO BAR 
where we will be serving CARNE AZADA TACOS, AL PASTOR (PORK) TACOS, 
and CHICKEN TACOS with all the trimmings. We will have rice and beans with 
cheese, and salsa. We will have a variety of soft drinks and ice cold water. 
 
All are invited to attend. Yes, you may pay at the park. Please let Mark Walhman 
know that you will attend, and you are on the list. We do need a rough count by 
the weekend prior to Tuesday, May 14, 2025.  
 
I want to thank each and everyone for making our SIRS BRANCH A SUPER 
GREAT SUCCESS!! LETS KEEP IT GOING!!!! 
 
Also, I like to congratulate all the Mothers and GRANDMOTHERS of CHAPTER 
145 ON THEIR SPECIAL SUNDAY MOTHERS DAY!!! 
 
Regards, 

Juan G Ochoa, Big SIR Chapter 145  
209-481-5325     jgochoa@icloud.com 
            

mailto:jgochoa@icloud.com


BULLETIN EDITOR COMMENTARY 

We had a well-attended meeting SIR luncheon in April with Cameron Bregman as our speaker.  Bregman fielded 

many questions about the Lodi City Council and about future plans to further improve Lodi with anticipated 

projects for empty properties on the street just east of School Street.  There were many questions. 

 

My wife, Dee, and I attended the SIR 145 Dine-Out at Bud’s Café in Stockton, for the first time, and very much 

enjoyed it.  It was a good time of fellowship and getting acquainted.  (Others may want to join, if you do not 

know very many of the SIR members, especially those of us who came over from the previous Branch 46.) 

 

In March we inducted a new member, Steve Freeman.  He has an interesting 

story, in that he grew up in the Stockton, Linden area, married his high 

school sweetheart, Karen, from Linden High, and has remained in the area 

for his entire working career.  In between he acquired his Ag degree at 

Fresno State and continues to farm with a walnut orchard between Linden 

and Lodi, which also is partly a horse farm.  In addition he keeps show horses 

at a property in Grass Valley, with a total of 17 show horses.  He is on the 

governance board, as a Vice President of the Arabian Horse Association.   

Steve’s real day job for 40 years was with Pacific Coast Producers where he 

retired as VP of brewer relations.  WELCOME STEVE! 
 

Greetings to All, 

David Stull, Bulletin Editor 

 

SIRS Wine Appreciation Group News for May 2025 

Our hosts for the May 22nd Wine Appreciation Group are Ron & Kathie Mettler.  

Group members will receive an email from Ron regarding the details (time and 

location)        

            2025 schedule of hosts 

 
 

The SIRS Wine Appreciation Group is for those interested in tasting wines and enjoying a social gathering in the 

home of the hosts.  The responsibility of the hosts involves choosing and providing the wines.  If you are interested 

in joining the group, please reach out to marydias214@gmail.com or call/text 209-210-0082.   

Mary & Dave Dias, Wine Appreciation Group Coordinators 

Date Host 

May 22, 2025 Ron & Kathie Mettler  

July 24, 2025  Jim & Karen Sowers 

September 25, 2025 Paul Wright & Lin Defilippi  

November 13, 2025 Tony & Lynda Canton  

mailto:marydias214@gmail.com


Membership Report APRIL 

Membership in attendance:   46 

Guest in attendance:    1 

Percentage of active members in attendance 38% 

Total active members:    120 

Members Added:    0 
                                                                  
Members Reinstated:     0 
                                     
Members Dropped    1 
                 91 NARIO KAWAI 
                                            
Members Resigned    5 
                 191 KEITH BOHNET 
                 9 EDGAR GRAY 
               136 GREGORY MCCREARY 
               6 ROBERT MUSTO 
               82 ANDY NEAL 
                                     
   

Stephen Hellmer-Membership Chairman 

 
 

MAY 

05/07  Paul Bestolarides  

05/10  Calvert Rodway  

05/30  Bill Rutherford  

05/07  Tommie Tabema    

MAY Holidays & Observances 
05/01  May Day 

05/05  Cinco de Mayo 

05/10  National Golf Day 

05/11  MOTHER’S DAY 

05/18  Armed Forces Day 

05/27  MEMORIAL DAY 









2025  ANNUAL DUES 

Annual Dues of $25 per 
member are due and may be 

paid at the next Meeting.  
If not attending,  

please mail a check to: 
Joe Stephens 

P.O. Box 114, Clements, 
CA 95227 

 
THE FEE INCREASED 
MARCH 11th to $25!! Joe Stephens      SIR Branch #145 Treasurer 

twarrior1945@gmail.com     209 992-1020 

FINANCIAL REPORT 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION FOR RETIRED MEN 
LODI BRANCH #145 
1729 Zinfandel Drive 
LODI, CA 95242 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

2025 OFFICERS 

     BIG SIR 
     Juan Ochoa                                     481-5825 
LITTLE SIR 

         Felix Moran  609-4084 
    SECRETARY 

 Anthony Moles 369-8182 
ASST. SECRETARY 
      
TREASURER 
 Joe Stephens                               992-1020  
ASST. TREASURER    
  
  

2025 Directors-at-Large 
John Coakley 914-9830 
Mike Lynn 224-6115 
Bill Rutherford 916-995-6079 
Glenn Nellman 209-369-8620 
 

Area State Representative Tony Butera 
  209-985-3473 
State President Rick Carlston 
  925-324-0838 
 

2025 Committee Chairman 
ACTIVITIES  
 David Dias 
ANECDOTALIST 
 Mike Lynn 712-6200 
ATTENDANCE 
 Stephen Helmer                           242-4607 
AUDITOR 
 Replacement TBA 

      
 

BULLETIN EDITOR 
       David Stull 479-4944  

    BULLETIN PUBLISHER 
 Temple Gallagher               986-8367 

    CHAPLAIN 
      David Stull 479-4944  
GREETER 
   
RECOGNITION 
  
GOLF 
 Bill Rutherford              916-995-6079 
HISTORIAN 
 (open) 
MEMBERSHP RECORDS  
 Stephen Helmer                 242-4607 
NOMINATING 
       
PICNIC 
 
PHOTOGRAPHER 
 Ed Oyler 209-482-6809 
PROGRAM 
 Felix Moran 609-4084 
 Tom Pratt 916-622-4791 

     PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN 
 Big SIR 
SARGENT AT ARMS 
 
SONG LEADER 
 Joe Stephens   992-1020 

    TRAVEL & TOURS 
 John Cardoza 209-483-7722 

 PAST BIG SIR  

Ruben Moser                       1988-1989 
Al Baerwald 1990 
Bill Owen 1991 
Al Cooper 1992 
Earl Klapstein 1993 
Dave Stennick 1994 
Gus Armendariz 1995 
Jerry Kirsten 1996 
Bob McCaffrey 1997 
Tom Bandelin 1998 
Frank Garcia 1999 
Bob Handel 2000 
John Korphage (18)             2000-2001 
Jack Jackson 2001 
Bill Dauer 2002 
Ron Westerterp 2003 
Dave Hinchman                   2004-2005 
Paul Reiner                                   2006 
Neal W. Welsh                             2007 
John Mendonca                            2008 
Bill Shankles                                 2009 
George Cameron                          2010 
Richard Baines                    2011-2012 
Al Furr                                          2013 
Chuck Bennett                     2014-2015 
Jack Johnson                                2016 
Bob Gorbet                                    2017 
Phil Schrock    2018 
Paul Wright 2019-2021 
Mark Wahlman 2022-2023 


