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 Big Sir JANUARY 2025 

Dear Sir Members, 
 
     Happy New Year!!! I hope and pray you all had a wonderful Christmas. 
     Well, we will be starting a new year with optimism, and with all the enthusiasm in the world that this 
year will be the best for our branch. 
     We have secured a new home for our meetings it’s at the Elks Lodge in Stockton. We will be meeting 
Tuesday, January 14, 2025, at 11:00 AM. The cost for lunch will be $25.00, PP. 
     MENU: Italian Baked Chicken, Penne Pasta with Red Sauce, seasonal vegetables, green salad with 
dressing, bread, butter, ice tea, and coffee. And Yes, we will have Mark's most famous and popular 
Costco’s Cookies. 
     There are 2 very crucial items that I would like to address, and ask for a discussion from the members. 
We will do this prior to our lunch. 
     The first item is about the RSVP for our monthly luncheons. The second is our annual membership fee. 
Due to a series of unfortunate circumstances the branch has taken serious losses in our luncheon, and the 
most recent Christmas Luncheon, was a large hit financially. We had a head count of 85, but only 77 were 
present. We had to pay for 8 lunches at $43.00 per person. We actually charged the membership only 
$35.00, meaning the branch paid the additional $8.00 per person, that too was a loss. 
     So, having said that, the annual membership has to be reviewed. We only pay $20.00, but with 
everything going up, my feeling is we should increase it to $25.00 annually. I would like your opinion, 
feedback, and or perspective on these two issues. 
     Please RSVP for our first meeting of the year scheduled for Tuesday, January 14, 2025, at 11:00 AM, at 
the ELKS LODGE on Thornton Rd. Stockton. 
     Please RSVP TO BIG SIR, Juan Ochoa---Text or call at: 209-481-5325---E-Mail: jgochoa@icloud.com 
     The last day to RSVP IS: FRIDAY, JANUARY 10, 2025, by 4:00 PM, as my count has to be in by 5:00 PM. 
                       
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Regards, 
Juan G Ochoa, Big SIR  
209-481-5325     jgochoa@icloud.com 
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JANUARY 
01/01/39   Sigurd Anderson     

01/01/39   Tom Prat              

01/01/46   Felis Moran      

01/06/43     David Stull                      

01/12/35     Frank Campbell                

01/12/44     Epi Sausedi    

01/---/55      DonCarlson    

01/---/43   Gregory Soligan     

01/---/34      Charles Gritts  

January Holidays and 

Observances 

01/01 New Year’s Day 
01/01 Rose Bowl Game 
01/05 Twelfth Night/Epiphany Eve 
01/14 Orthodox New Year’s Day 
01/20  Martin Luther King Day 
01/27 International Holocaust   
           Remembrance Day 
01/29 Chinese New Year’s Day 

Joe Stephens 
SIR Branch #145 Treasurer 
twarrior1945@gmail.com     209 992-1020 



Membership Report DECEMBER  

Membership in attendance:   42 

Guest in attendance:    34 

Percentage of active members in attendance 34% 

Total active members:    125   

Members Added:    0 
                                              
Members Reinstated:     0                                                                                                  
                                     
Members Dropped    0 
                                       
Members Resigned    1 
  119 Wally Parsons 
 

Stephen Hellmer-Membership Chairman 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 2024 

BULLETIN EDITOR COMMENTARY 

     Our Sir Branch had a great, well-attended Christmas 

luncheon on December 11th at the Woodbridge Golf and 

Country Club.  Most people dressed in their Christmas 

finest, and the facility was beautifully decorated.   The 

food also was great---a real bargain at $35---and 

everyone seemed to have a good time.  The Lodi Special 

Choir was very good.  We particularly enjoyed the choir 

director singing a solo version of “O Holy Night” 

     In addition we had the benefit of having Rick Kendall, 

our Area Director, as our guest, to install all the officers 

and committee chairmen for the 2025 year. 

     You will find below photos from the luncheon.  If you 

missed, be sure to put this event on your calendar for 

next year, and be sure to bring your Sweetheart as well. 

As of the production of this Bulletin, we are not sure who 

the speaker will be for our January meeting---but we have 

two excellent prospects lined up as possibilities, so don’t 

miss the meeting because you are unsure of who the 

speaker will be. 
     See you on Tuesday, January 14th! 

     David Stull, Sir Bulletin Editor 
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SIRS Wine Appreciation Group 

The SIRS Wine Appreciation Group is for those interested in tasting 

wines and enjoying a social gathering in the home of the hosts.  The 

responsibility of the hosts involves choosing and providing the wines.  

The way you want to share them is up to you.  Some have done blind 

tastings; others have chosen specific types of wine from different 

wineries and yet another has provided wine they have made.  It’s fun to 

be creative with it.  That also holds true of the accompanying food or snacks you choose.  If you love 

to cook, go for it; if not, that's great too.  Simple snacks to compliment the wine are perfect.  It's 

really all about the wine experience and fellowship with others who appreciate wine.  

The responsibility of the hosts is to send an email out to the group at the beginning of the month 

with all the details; date, time, address and contact info and any special notes.   

The group meets every other month on the 4th Thursday of the month (exception is November 

because of Thanksgiving.)  This is the same week as the Dine In/Out group but alternate months. 

Beginning the new year with a new schedule and we invite new members to join us so please reach 

out to us if you are interested and we will add you to the group.  We have chosen to host the first 

meeting of the year. 

Below is the 2025 schedule for sign-ups 

 
 

If you are interested in joining the group, please reach out to marydias214@gmail.com or call/text 
209-210-0082.  An updated roster will be sent to those in the group.  
Cheers to a Happy New Year 

Mary & Dave Dias, Wine Appreciation Group Coordinators 

Date Host 

January 23, 2025 Dave & Mary Dias 

March 27, 2025   

May 22, 2025   

July 24, 2025   

September 25, 2025   

November 13, 2025   

mailto:marydias214@gmail.com












 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION FOR RETIRED MEN 
LODI BRANCH #145 
1729 Zinfandel Drive 
LODI, CA 95242 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

2025 OFFICERS 

     BIG SIR 
     Juan Ochoa                                     481-5825 
LITTLE SIR 

         Felix Moran  609-4084 
    SECRETARY 

 Anthony Moles 369-8182 
ASST. SECRETARY 
      
TREASURER 
 Joe Stephens                               992-1020  
ASST. TREASURER    
  
  

2025 Directors-at-Large 
John Coakley 914-9830 
Mike Lynn 224-6115 
Bill Rutherford 916-995-6079 
Paul Wright 480-235-6923 
 

Area State Representative Richard Provost 
 

2025 Committee Chairman 
ACTIVITIES  
 Paul Wright 480-235-6923 
ANECDOTALIST 
 Mike Lynn 712-6200 
ATTENDANCE 
 Stephen Helmer                           242-4607 
AUDITOR 
 Replacement TBA 
BULLETIN EDITOR 
       David Stull 479-4944  

      
 
 

    BULLETIN PUBLISHER 
 Temple Gallagher               986-8367 

    CHAPLAIN 
      Paul Wright   480-235-6923 
GREETER 
   
RECOGNITION 
  
GOLF 
 Bill Rutherford              916-995-6079 
HISTORIAN 
 (open) 
MEMBERSHP RECORDS  
 Stephen Helmer                 242-4607 
NOMINATING 
       
PICNIC 
 
PHOTOGRAPHER 
 Paul Wright 480-235-6923 
PROGRAM 
 Felix Moran 609-4084 
 Tom Pratt 916-622-4791 

     PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN 
 Big SIR 
SARGENT AT ARMS 
 
SONG LEADER 
 Joe Stephens   992-1020 
PHOTOGRAPHER 

 
    TRAVEL & TOURS 

 PAST BIG SIR  

Ruben Moser                       1988-1989 
Al Baerwald 1990 
Bill Owen 1991 
Al Cooper 1992 
Earl Klapstein 1993 
Dave Stennick 1994 
Gus Armendariz 1995 
Jerry Kirsten 1996 
Bob McCaffrey 1997 
Tom Bandelin 1998 
Frank Garcia 1999 
Bob Handel 2000 
John Korphage (18)             2000-2001 
Jack Jackson 2001 
Bill Dauer 2002 
Ron Westerterp 2003 
Dave Hinchman                   2004-2005 
Paul Reiner                                   2006 
Neal W. Welsh                             2007 
John Mendonca                            2008 
Bill Shankles                                 2009 
George Cameron                          2010 
Richard Baines                    2011-2012 
Al Furr                                          2013 
Chuck Bennett                     2014-2015 
Jack Johnson                                2016 
Bob Gorbet                                    2017 
Phil Schrock    2018 
Paul Wright 2019-2021 
Mark Wahlman 2022-2023 


