
Big Sir Greeting for January 2026 

Hello SIR Members, 
     I hope and pray you all had a wonderful Merry Christmas and a very blessed Happy New Year. As we 
start on the New Year --2026, we have to reflect on the 2025 year. 
     We had great super golf tournaments, and we also had a very successful dine out gatherings, that we 
are now looking to expand to a second group. The super successful events are due to Dave and Mary 
Dias, and other couples who regularly participate.  Today they have no more room and are looking to 
help a new group get started. 
     Also, at the Christmas luncheon, we honored several of our member that have reached a milestone 
in their lives –age 90 and age 95 and are members of our Chapter 145. 
We honored the following members for their commitment to SIRS, WHO TURNED 90 years old: Noel 
Berbano born 1934, Frank Campbell, and Paul Riener born 1935. We also honored Roger McCormick 
who turned 95.  
     Additionally there are those who are super blessed with good health and wisdom. I would like to 
congratulate Mr. Jim Morita FOR REACHING THE 100 YEAR MARK. Jim--- WE WISH YOU MANY MORE. A 
photo of Jim at his 100th birthday party appears below. 
     At the November executive board meeting it was voted unanimously, that we honor Bill Rutherford 
for his dedication to SIRS 145, and being an excellent coordinator for our golf tournaments. 
     I wish to personally take this opportunity to ask Bill Rutherford for his forgiveness and accept my 
apologies as I thought that we had all our ducks lined up to honor him with the Life Time Achievement 
Award plaque at the Christmas luncheon but I failed to produce. My apologies Bill. 
     Several members have been diligently working behind the scenes to 
produce this document and, to present Mr. Rutherford with it at the 
January meeting on Tuesday, January 13, 2026, at 11:30 AM, at the 
Elks Lodge on Thornton Road, Stockton. 
     I also thank the following members for again volunteering to 
continue in their past positions for this coming year on the EXECUTIVE 
BOARD -- Mark Wahlman, Felix Moran, Anthony Moles, Joe Stephens, 
David Stull, John Coakley, Mike Lynn, Bill Rutherford, and Glenn 
Nellman. Thanks to all.  
     In year 2025 we added a total of 12 new members, with a few 
pending induction into our Branch.   
 
Let’s Make 2026, an even bigger and better year!!! 
 
Juan G Ochoa, BIG SIR, jgochoa@icloud.com, 209-481-5325 
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HAVE A HAPPY & HEALTHY NEW YEAR! 



JANUARY HOLIDAYS AND 

OBSERVANCES 

01/01 New Years Day 

01/06 Epiphany   

01/19 Martin Luther King Day 

01/22 Celebration of Life Day 

01/27 National Holocaust  

  Remembrance Day 

 

Speaker for January 

Jose Garcia 
US Veterans Affairs  

 

Jose Garcia is a United States Marine Corps veteran who 
served on active duty from 2003 to 2007 as a Field Artillery 
Cannoneer with 5th Battalion, 11th Marines. During his service, 
he deployed twice in support of overseas operations. His first 
deployment began in December 2004 with the 15th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable), where he 
was sent to Sumatra as part of Operation Unified Assistance to 
provide humanitarian aid following the devastating 2004 
tsunami that claimed over 200,000 lives. Following that 
mission, his unit was redirected to Iraq in support of combat 
operations in Fallujah. 
  
In 2006, Jose deployed a second time to Ramadi, Iraq, during 
one of the most intense periods of fighting in the war. For his 
service, he earned multiple medals and ribbons, including the 
Combat Action Ribbon, Humanitarian Aid Medal, and the Iraq 
Campaign Medal with a bronze service star. 
  
After leaving the Marine Corps, Jose put himself through school 
and earned a Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice from 
California State University, Stanislaus. He was later hired by 
the Stanislaus County Veterans Service Office, where he 
served as a Veterans Service Representative for nearly 11 
years. During that time, he assisted thousands of veterans and 
their families, helping secure over $10 million in new monthly 
and retroactive benefits, educating families on both federal and 
state entitlements, and helping train the team that continues to 
serve Stanislaus County today. 
  
Jose now brings that experience to San Joaquin County, where 
his mission is to ensure the Veterans Service Office team is 
well-trained, claims are processed correctly, and every veteran 
and family who walks through the door receives the support 
and advocacy they deserve. 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Date   Name      Sir Since 
01/30/39  Sigurd Anderson    05/11/21 
01/12/35     Frank Campbell    08/01/04   
01/19/57  Steven Costa    11/11/25 
01/07/47    Timothy Cox    11/11/25 
01/01/01  Steve Escobar    04/01/23 
01/02/46  Felix Moran    04/11/21 
01/06/43  David Stull     04/01/19   



FEATURING OUR BIG SIR 

JUAN OCHOA 

 
Juan Ochoa is now serving his 2nd One Year term 
as our leader—THE BIG SIR---after only joining 
SIRS in 2022.  The two years before that he was 
nominated for and elected to the positions of 
Assistant treasurer, then treasurer, and finally 
Big Sir. 
 
Juan was born in Monterrey, Mexico in 1952, 
being only one of 4 boys to survive in a family 
where it was common to have home births but 
Juan was born in a hospital. His father moved to 
Mission, Texas, for work, in the Rio Grande 
Valley, and the family followed when Juan was 
age 9.  

 
In 1967, when Juan was age 15, they moved to Lodi, California, where Juan has spent the rest of 
his life.  (Lodi must be a good place to live.)  Juan graduated from Lodi High, and then Delta 
College in1975.  After that Juan went back to the Monterrey metropolitan area of Mexico to 
attend the University of Nuevo Leon to attain his business degree. 
 
With his degrees in hand, he joined a Life Insurance company and sold debit insurance for 10 
years.  Then in 1986, Juan was hired on as a fraud investigator with the State Compensation 
Insurance Fund.  (We need more of those fraud investigators for sure!)  During this time ---from 
1980 -2000---he was also a DJ for a Spanish Radio Station, where he also reported news, such as 
the massive earthquake in Mexico City in 1986.  
 
Juan also has served as a volunteer at the US Veterans Affairs Department, where he became 
friends with the gentleman who brought him into SIRS.  In addition Juan has worked at the Micke 
Grove golf course for 25 years, and now serves as Assistant Manager.   
 
Juan married his wife, Hilda, whom he met in High School, in 1975.  He has 3 children---one 
daughter and 2 sons--- and 3 granddaughters. 
 
Thank you, Juan, for all your voluntary service, especially to our local Branch #145. 



 
We look forward 
to seeing you at 
our January 13th 
SIR Luncheon.   

 
The Menu  will be BBQ ribs, 
Mexican street corn cobblets, 
&  garlic bread.   
 
Our speaker will be Jose 
Garcia, US Veterans Affairs.  
 
He will be speaking on 
Veterans benefits and 
services.  



Membership Report December 

Membership in attendance:   38 

Guest in attendance:    28 

Percentage of active members in attendance 35% 

Total active members:    109 

Members Added:    0 
                                                              
Members Reinstated:     0                           
 
Members Dropped    0 
                                   
Members Resigned    0 
   
                                                       

Stephen Hellmer-Membership Chairman 

2026  ANNUAL DUES 

Annual Dues of $25 per 
member are due and may be 
paid at the January meeting.  

If not attending,  
please mail a check to: 

Joe Stephens 
P.O. Box 114, Clements, 

CA 95227 

Joe Stephens      SIR Branch #145 
Treasurer 

twarrior1945@gmail.com      
209 992-1020 

GOLF RENEWAL TIME 

2026 dues are now 
payable 

SIR Golf annual dues 
 

Including NCGA ($49) 

DUE December 31st 
 

Total due is $55 payable to SIR 
GOLF 

c/o Bill Rutherford 
1067 1st Avenue 

Walnut Grove, CA 95690 









 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION FOR RETIRED MEN 
LODI BRANCH #145 
1729 Zinfandel Drive 
LODI, CA 95242 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

2025 OFFICERS 

     BIG SIR 
     Juan Ochoa                                     481-5825 
LITTLE SIR 

         Felix Moran  609-4084 
    SECRETARY 

 Anthony Moles 369-8182 
ASST. SECRETARY 
      
TREASURER 
 Joe Stephens                               992-1020  
ASST. TREASURER    
  
  

2025 Directors-at-Large 
John Coakley 914-9830 
Mike Lynn 224-6115 
Bill Rutherford 916-995-6079 
Glenn Nellman 209-369-8620 
 

Area State Representative Tony Butera 
  209-985-3473 
State President Rick Carlston 
  925-324-0838 
 

2025 Committee Chairman 
ACTIVITIES  
 David Dias 
ANECDOTALIST 
 Mike Lynn 712-6200 
ATTENDANCE 
 Stephen Helmer                           242-4607 
AUDITOR 
 Replacement TBA 

      
 

BULLETIN EDITOR 
       David Stull 479-4944  

    BULLETIN PUBLISHER 
 Temple Gallagher               986-8367 

    CHAPLAIN 
      David Stull 479-4944  
GREETER 
   
RECOGNITION 
  
GOLF 
 Bill Rutherford              916-995-6079 
HISTORIAN 
 (open) 
MEMBERSHP RECORDS  
 Stephen Helmer                 242-4607 
NOMINATING 
       
PICNIC 
 
PHOTOGRAPHER 
 Ed Oyler 209-482-6809 
PROGRAM 
 Felix Moran 609-4084 
 Tom Pratt 916-622-4791 

     PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN 
 Big SIR 
SARGENT AT ARMS 
 
SONG LEADER 
 Joe Stephens   992-1020 

    TRAVEL & TOURS 
 John Cardoza 209-483-7722 

 PAST BIG SIR  

Ruben Moser                       1988-1989 
Al Baerwald 1990 
Bill Owen 1991 
Al Cooper 1992 
Earl Klapstein 1993 
Dave Stennick 1994 
Gus Armendariz 1995 
Jerry Kirsten 1996 
Bob McCaffrey 1997 
Tom Bandelin 1998 
Frank Garcia 1999 
Bob Handel 2000 
John Korphage (18)             2000-2001 
Jack Jackson 2001 
Bill Dauer 2002 
Ron Westerterp 2003 
Dave Hinchman                   2004-2005 
Paul Reiner                                   2006 
Neal W. Welsh                             2007 
John Mendonca                            2008 
Bill Shankles                                 2009 
George Cameron                          2010 
Richard Baines                    2011-2012 
Al Furr                                          2013 
Chuck Bennett                     2014-2015 
Jack Johnson                                2016 
Bob Gorbet                                    2017 
Phil Schrock    2018 
Paul Wright 2019-2021 
Mark Wahlman 2022-2023 


