SAMUEL NEAL
1816 - 1859

BORN IN BUCKS COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA, NEAL A BLACKSMITH BY TRAD

3
CAME TO CALIFORNIA WITH JOHN FREMONT’S SECOND EXPEDITION IN

1844 AFTER WORKING FOR JOHN SUTTER BRIEFLY AT NEW HELVETIA,

OBTAINED A LAND GRANT AND ESTABLISHED RANCHO ESQUON. AFTER

GATHERING A FORTUNE BY GOLD MINING NEAL TURNED TO FARMING AND

RANCHING. BEFORE AN EARLY DEATH IN 1859 NEAL HAD IMMENSE
HOLDINGS THROUGHOUT BUTTE COUNTY.

“WE TODAY ALL OWE A DEBT TO THIS EARLY PIONEER”
DEDICATED AUG. 3, 199
E CLAMPUS VITUS CHAPTE
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