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BIG SIR’S MESSAGE

EMMMWMMmemmwmmwmwwmwmwwmmﬁ

Thanks to all the Branch 47 members, especially Alan Thomas and Doug Twitchell, and the many others (too many to list
individually) who sent me get well wishes and to those who offered to assist with rides, shopping, or whatever. Your
thoughts were very much appreciated.

Our oldest member celebrates his birthday on July 30™. That would be Charlie Jones who is 97 years young! HAPPY
BIRTHDAY, Charlie.

In addition to being Big SIR this year, I am on the nominating committee. This committee is comprised of the last 3 Big
SIRs, and its purpose is to select the slate of Branch 47 officers for the next calendar year. At the August luncheon, we will
vote on the slate of officers for 2019: Big SIR-Jim Norton; Little Sir-Doug Twitchell; Secretary-Ned Lawrence; Assistant
Secretary-Charles Stedwell; Treasurer-Bill Stewart; Assistant Treasurer-Will Kaefer; Directors- George Brown, Bob Gonza-
lez, Jim Kleiser, Paul Schofield, Jake Solomon, Bob Wilson.

I believe that filling an officer position is a rewarding experience which benefits the member as well as the Branch. 1 would
like to see more members step up — as many have done so; most years we have members agreeing to fill the 6 officer posi-
tions and 6 director positions.

This year, your BEC is separating the Membership and Attendance functions. Paul Schofield will assume the Attendance
functions; Doug Twitchell will continue with the membership duties, in addition to being Little Sir, unless someone else
agrees to do those tasks. I found that being in Membership and Attendence was the fastest way to know all the members. If
you are interested in any of these positions, please feel free to call me (415-472-3069).

Jake Solomon, Big Sir
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AUGUST 28th LUNCH MENU
Salad
Pork Scallopine w panko crust warm potato salad
Alternative: Chicken Picatta
Rolls and butter
Dessert

I AUGUST 28th Luncheon Speaker

|

I The Featured Speaker at our August SIRs Branch 47
I luncheon will be Erick Young, a NASA scientist who

I will speak to us about the replacement for the Hubble
:_Space Telescope which is scheduled for a 2020

June 26 Luncheon Speaker Review

On this date we were treated to a spirited discus-
sion on the subject of Levi Strauss and his world fa-
mous blue jeans company by Lynn Downey, an ab-
solute authority on the subject. Lynn worked for
the Levi Strauss Company for twenty-five years as
company historian and archival consultant and has
published many books and articles on Levi Strauss.
She brought with her copies of her 2016 book, Levi
Strauss: The Man Who Gave Blue Jeans To The
World, and sold them all after our luncheon! Fortu-
nately, much is known about Levi Strauss and his
company so | won’t review it all here. You can easily
look it up on the internet. What | found most inter-
esting were the anecdotal tidbits Lynn offered us
that might or might not be in the book. For exam-
ple, all of Levi Strauss’s diaries and company records
were lost in the 1906 earthquake and fire, so Lynn
had to do a lot of research and detective work to
reconstruct Strauss’s life and the company’s history.
Levi was born in Bavaria in 1829. To escape reli-
gious discrimination, he and his whole family left
Germany for New York City where they established
a dry goods business. In 1853 Levi moved to San
Francisco to sell goods to the gold rushers, and he
was very successful. Then in 1872 he got a letter
from Jacob Davis, one of his customers in Reno, Ne-
vada. Davis was one of the inventors of riveted den-
im pants, but he didn’t have the means or scale to
mass market them on his own, so he partnered with
Levi to produce blue jeans which they patented in
1873. The rest is history. Strauss and Davis sold a
lot of jeans and received government contracts. By
adding copper rivets and belt loops and various
pockets, they made jeans, or overalls as they were
often referred to, even more popular. (continued)

JUNE 26, 2018 Speaker Review (Continued)

But not popular enough for Levi to wear, according
to Lynn. Fact: he never wore jeans! But a lot of oth-
er folks did, and when he died in 1902, his personal
wealth was around six million dollars. In today’s
money, that’s 170 million. Strauss was very gener-
ous and funded many charities, especially children’s
causes, orphanages, and education. Much of his es-
tate was left to charities.
| got curious about some of the words we encounter
when we talk about jeans, so | did some dictionary
research. “Jean,” usually used in the plural, is short
for jean fustian, a fabric made in Genoa (“Gene”),
ltaly in the 16" century. “Fustian” is “a strong
cotton or cotton and linen fabric usually having a pile
face and twill weave.” Now, on to “denim.” Denim
can be traced to the French “serge de Nimes” (1695)
which gets shortened to “de Nimes” or, in English,
denim.
So what is denim? Webster says it’s “a firm durable
twilled (usually blue) cotton fabric woven with col-
ored warp and white filling threads.” But what is
“serge”? Well, according to Webster, it’s “a durable
twilled fabric having a smooth clear face and a pro-
nounced diagonal rib on the front and back.” Finally,
“cotton duck” is a term used to describe the material
jeans are made of. What is “duck?” “Duck” is “a du-
rable closely woven usually cotton fabric.” | think we
get the idea! Keep all of this in mind when you go
shopping for jeans. There are a lot of them out
there, all claiming superiority and exclusivity. But
there’s only one Levi’s branded jean. Look for the
little red Levi’s tab on the rear pocket! Lynn tells us
that she bought the oldest authentic pair of Levi’s in
existence (from the 1880’s) on E-Bay for the Levi
Strauss archives for the tidy sum of $46,500. Not
bad for an item that originally sold for around $3!
Thanks, Lynn, for your fascinating presentation.

—Michael Kelly

NOTE: If anyone has a suggestion for a Br 47 Outing or
event, please let Kurt Heilman know so he can include it
in our future Outings. If anyone is interested in taking in
a San Rafael Pacifics ball game, Home games run May
31 thru Aug 29. Contact Kurt Heilman if you would like
to have a group of us SIRS/spouses see a game together.
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Tamalpais Branch 47 Area8, Region 3
Sons in Retirement
Mclnnis Park Board Room July 23, 2018

Attendees: Charles Stedwell, Will Kaefer, Jim Norton, Tim
Leveque, Jake Solomon, Paul Schofield, Doug Twitchell, Bob Wil-
son, Ned Lawrence, Jim Kleiser

Big Sir Report: Jake Solomon has resumed his duties as our Big Sir
an;d is recovering from his recent surgery. He has received some
emails and phone calls from the Sirs state officers and this discus-
sion will be covered in New Business. He wanted to thank all the
members for their support.

Little Sir Report: Our speaker for the July 24 lunch meeting is
Alan Olson, creator of the Mathew Turner Tall Ship ﬁroject. Itisa
worldwide phenomenon and well worth visiting with family mem-
bers. Jim Norton is bringing new batteries for the microphone to
alleviate issues we have had in previous meetings.

Treasurers Report: Our balance currently is $11, 178 and only one
gerson has not paid dues for 2018. Our lunch meeting deficit is
656.00.

Old Business: Paul Bell has updated the website to reflect the
changes to our guest lunch policy for 2018. A prospect, who
attends lunch with a sponsor, whether he came from the web or
as a guest of a member, will have a free lunch whether or not he
completes an application for membership. If a new member joins
this year, his dues will be waived for 2018. Members who have
joined this year and paid dues will have their dues refunded.

New Business: In order to track our correspondence with State
Sirs some new procedures will be implemented going forward. A
motion was proposed, voted upon and passed unanimously to
have the branch secretary cc’ed on all correspondence going out-
side the branch. The secretary will be responsible for all corre-
spondence and forms that need to be submitted on a regular ba-
sis so that the State Sirs and our branch can keep track of each
individual branch submittal in case of missed communication.
Copies of correspondence will be sent to the Sirs47 Gmail address
and placed in various folders by the keeper of Branch 47 records.
Of particular importance is to submit the annual insurance binder

from any outside caterer for any Sirs event so that Sirs Inc. will not

be liable for any problems with a catered event such as our annu-
al barbecue. This insurance binder will be sent to the state
attached to State Form 64. Each Area in Sirs will have an annual
budget of $2500, some of which may be used for advertising in
Marin County by the Area Governor, Sandy Grieve.

......................................................
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BOWLING
Bowling League bowling is every Friday at
Country Club Bowl, 88 Vivian Way, San Rafael.
Start time: 10:45 AM. Come and share the fun!
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Contact Paul Schofield, Chair 892-7019
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SIR ROLLING ROAMERS RV
CLUB

Join us for lunch 2nd Tuesday of each month
& on our outings.

For information, contact
SIR Ray Canziani Branch 22, Wagon Master
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Aug 6 — 12, 2018 Yellowstone, A Wildlife Safari

Tour Highlights: Yellowstone NP , Idaho Falls, Grand
Teton NP, Snake River Float trip, Salt Lake City w/
Mormon Tabernacle choir and Grizzly & Wolf Discov-
ery Center

Includes: home pickup, transfers, R/T air Salt Lake City,
(10 meals: 6 breakfasts, 1 lunch, and 4 dinners) all taxes
and gratuities. Cost: $2789 per person dbl occupancy.
$3509 Single.Br. 32 Escorts John Pletsch 408 504-1255
and Mike Console 408 246-1080

T

% Aug 22-30, 2018: Colors of Provence River Cruise —
Lyon to Aries
Begin your cruise in Lyon, France’s gastronomical capi-
tal. Cruise thought legendary wine growing regions. En-
joy wine tastings at local vintners, marvel at Roman ru-
ins and stroll thought medieval villages. See the
UNESCO World Heritage Site of Avignon, the city
where Vincent Van Gogh lived and Pope’s at one time.
Post option, three nights in Barcelona. Price $6349 to
$7350. Larry Yarberry Branch 8 —
yarberry42@comcast.net

% Phone 925-890-9245

Sep 8, 2018: Colorado Train Trip. 7- day trip with

stops at the US Airforce academy, Pikes Peak, Garden of

the Gods, Colorado National Monument and Colorado

Museum. Cost $3035 and includes 15 meals, R/T Air,

home pickup and back, professional tour manager, Larry
% Yarberry, Br 8, 925-890-9245.
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Sep 13-23, 2018: Alaska Inside Passage. 11-day Grand
Princess Cruise starting in SF with ports of call at Ju-

% neau, Skagway, Glacier Bay, Ketchikan and Victoria %
% B.C. Trip includes R/T transfer, Gratuities, Shipboard %
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Interested in Dominos???
. Gary Polsky, of Branch 68, is their new Dominos
Chairman and would like to hear from anyone who
is interested, his contact information is
garypolsky77 @gmail.com or (415) 710-4949.

BRANCH 47 BOCCE

j The first Monday of each month; no cost to play. Spouses and

1 guests are encouraged to attend. We start with Lunch at 12 noon

I @ the Swiss Hotel on the Sonoma Square. Then we play Bocce

I' @ about 1:30 pm at Depot Park behind the Swiss Hotel. Bring
your own Bocce balls, if you have them.

j Contact: Kurt Heilman @ 415-892-2460 or

1 heilmanfour@comcast.net to let him know if you want to be on
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QUICKEN SIG
Meets quarterly for info call
B. Bloch, GGCS, 415-388-3864
ADVANCED DIGITAL CAMERA STUFF

|

|

1 3rd Wednesdays, vp@ggcs.org

: All Wednesday sessions are from 1:30 to 3:30 pm
|

|

|

GGCS classroom
First Presbyterian Church
Fifth Avenue, San Rafael

FISHING

The fishermen meet every 2nd Tuesday
of the month at Novato United Methodist Church
at 9:30am. For detailed information,contact

SIR Bill Cline, Branch 134, @
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I Chairman Tom Brady, 897-8573 !
: Aug 6 Monday Chardonnay 08:00 B, :
1 Aug 13 Monday Foxtail South 08:00 1
I August 20 Monday Napa/Kennedy 08:00 |
I August 27 Monday Petaluma CC  08:30 1
: August 28 TUESDAY Bennett Valley 08:30 :
1 9-Hole Golf at Mclnnis Park 1
: Mondays at 9:00 am, weather permitting :
I Contact Jack Friesen <friesenjack@aol.com> I
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TENNIS, ANYONE?

Every Wednesday 9 AM Mclinnis Park

INVESTORS LUNCH BUNCH

Second Friday of the month at Sam’s Place
at 1545 South Novato Blvd. Order from

the complete Breakfast/Lunch menu and
receive individual checks. No reserva-

tions are required. Meeting will start at 11:45, fol-
lowed by presentations and discussions.
Contacts:
Will Kaefer 415-927-1043,or

BRIDGE GROUP

The bridge group meets on the third Thursday of each month at a
member’s home. Play is from 10 am to 2 pm. To reserve space
and get directions for the next event, call or email

Charles Caviness: 415 435-9618

THURSDAY WALKING/HIKING GROUP

1st week each month:Jake Solomon 415-472-3069
2nd week each month Pierre Terrier 415-785-4513
3rd week each month:Al Springstead 415-250-3808
4th week each month: Alan Thomas 415-457-4576
5th week (if applicable): Dee Stuever 415-459-675

JULY MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Summary: Actives - 104 Inactives - -
Gains: 1 0
Losses: 0 0

PERFECT ATTENDANCE 2017

Erik Boditker, Jack Brandon, Russell Flaum,
Bob Gonzalez, Kurt Heilmann, Mike Kelly,
Peter Kerner, Carlos Martin, George Miller,
George Pikkarainen, Terry Scott, See Tom

JULY LUNCH TICKET WINNER GEORGE VIAO

AUGUST BIRTHDAY BOYS
1st, CHARLES STEDWELL, 1st,JOEL TOSTE,2nd RON
KOSCIUSKO, 3rd, ROBERT MOODY, 8th, SCOTT SLONOF,
13th, BOB GLOISTEIN, 17th, MVAHMOUD MELEIS,
29th, ALAN LUTSKY, 30th GUS COLENBRANDER

Senior citizens have taken to texting with gusto. They even have
their own vocabulary:

BFF: Best Friend Fainted

BYOT: Bring Your Own Teeth
CBM: Covered by Medicare

FWB: Friend with Beta-blockers
LMDO: Laughing My Dentures Out

JULY ATTENDANCE REPORT

Total Members 104
Members Present 73 70%
Guests: 3
Visitors: 1

To call-in non-attendance, order an alternative plate or
to notify you’re bringing a guest/visitor

Call or Text 415-881-7477
or E-mail sirbranch47@gmail.com
with your request, giving name and badge number

Please call by noon of the Friday
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Br 47 Outings include:

1. Aug.8 @ 11:30am — Wine Tasting @ Cline Cellars,
24737 Arnold Dr. (on Hwy 121), Sonoma, CA. Costis $11.00
per person paid in cash. We taste first, then have BYO picnic
@ noon. If you purchase wine, you'll get a 20% dis-
count.Please let Kurt Heilman know @ 415-892-2460 if you
plan to attend.

2. For those who enjoy continual learning -- the One Day Uni-
versity series presents various lectures in SF on interesting
topics for education and entertainment. The next one is a 3-
part lecture on Sat. Sept. 22 9:30 am — 1:15 pm “Positive Psy-
chology: The Science of Happiness”, “Three Musi-

cal Masterpieces That Changed America”, and “How the 1960s
Shaped American Politics Today”. For details contact
“info.onedayu.com” <=1 attended a past lecture and found it
very educational.

3. A unique opportunity suggested by Bob Gonzalez that |
highly recommend. Enjoy Vintage Music and tour the lovely
Victorian Home of Richard Reutlinger in San Francis-

co. Concerts are on specific Sat & Sun afternoons @ 2

pm (doors open @ 1:30 pm so you can tour the old Victorian
before theconcert.). Monica & Kurt attended the Feb 18 2018
Mimi Blais concert AND thoroughly enjoyed the experi-

ence. The next scheduled concerts are: * August 25 & 26 for
Brian Holland and Danny Coots *November 10 & 11 for
Morten Gunnar Larsen

The location is 824 Grove Street, San Francisco, CA 94117,
the door opens at 1:30 pm and the concert begins at 2 pm; the
price is $25 per person. Make the check payable to Richard
Reutlinger and mail it to his home on 824 Grove St., San Fran-
cisco, CA 94117. Free champagne and snacks are served dur-
ing intermission as you enjoy Richard’s fine collection of me-
chanical musicalinstruments. Be sure to mention which day
you wish to attend and buy your tickets early to guarantee seat-
ing.

4. Cinnabar Theater: 3333 Petaluma Blvd. North, Petaluma
suggested by Al Anderson. Contact <http://
centerstageticketing.com/> centerstageticketing.com or 707-
763-8920 for tickets or for other performances.

Aug. 31 — Sept. 16 “Cabaret” Welcome to the infamous Kit
Kat Klub, where the Emcee, Sally Bowles and a raucous en-
semble take the stage nightly to tantalize the crowd and remind
them to leave their troubles outside. But as life in pre-WWII
Germany grows more and more uncertain, will the deca-

dent allure of Berlin nightlife be enough to get them through
those dangerous times? Come hear some of the most memora-
ble songs in theater history, including Cabaret, Willkommen
and Maybe This Time. Even the orchestra is beautiful in this
Tony-winning musical about following your heart while

the world loses its way.

5. Ross Valley Players: July 12 — Aug 12 The Savannah
Sipping Society. In this delightful,laugh-a-minute comedy,
four unique Southern women, all needing to escape

the sameness of their day-to-day routines, are drawn together
by Fate — and an impromptu happy hour — and decide its high
time to reclaim their enthusiasm for life. Over the course of six
months, fueled by laughter, hilarious misadventures, and the
occasional liquid refreshment, these women successfully bond
and find the confidence to jump-start their new lives. Co-
written by the man behind The Golden Girls and the team be-
hind Ross Valley Players sold-out hit The Dixie Swim

Club. For tickets contact <http://rossvalleyplayers.com/

> rossvalleyplayers.com or call 1-415-456-9555 Ex 1.

6. Weill Hall 2017-18 Season of great performances @ the
Green Music Center @ Sonoma State University. For tickets
contact <http://gmc.sonoma.edu/> gmc.sonoma.edu or 1-866-
955-6040. Time and cost vary, depending upon performances.
The next performances are: July 28 - Maceo Parker; Aug 10 —
Hunter Hayes; Aug 12 - Chris Botti....Nov. 11 Joan Baez.

8. The Novato Theater Company: Contact <http://
novatotheatrecompany.org>novatotheatercompany.org or call
415-833-4498 * September 7 — 30,2018 A CHORUS

LINE music by Marvin Hamlisch, lyrics by Edward
Kleban,book by James Kirkwood Jr. & Nicholas Dante, di-
rected by Marilyn Izdebski

* October 26 — November 11, 2018 GOD OF CARNAGE by
Yasmina Reza, directed by Terry McGovern <https://
www.novatotheatercompany.org/2018 god-of-carnage/>

SIR BR 47 BAR-B-QUE
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2018
Social time @11:30am with Lunch @12:00 NOON.

Debbie Ghiringhelli is again catering our BBQ at
Miwok Park in Novato (on Novato Blvd. between
San Miguel Way & Eucalyptus).
=> You can park at Miwok Park, on Novato Blvd. or
on San Miguel Way (from which you can also enter
via the back of the Park).

We reserved the Trout BBQ Area for Br 47 mem-
bers. spouses & other guests.

<< Cost is $35 / person >>

Menu is choice of BBQ Tri-tip, BBQ Chicken, or
both, or BBQ Tofu with vegetable Kabobs
(vegetarian) plus Caesar salad, fruit salad, stuffed
eggs, and garlic bread. Coffee, water & dessert
are also provided. << You may bring your own
beer / wine / liquor if you wish, but remember this
is a city park. >>
Tickets are on sale at our Br 47 July 24 & Aug. 28

luncheons. Contact Kurt Heilman @ 415-897-
2460. Send payment to Kurt Heilman @ 457
Fieldstone Dr., Novato, CA 95945.
Payment must be received 48 hours in advance
and/or cancelations made by noon Sunday Sept.
9, 2018 in order to be honored
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THIS MONTH’S ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

AREA 6 MONTHLY MEETINGS

Br. # Branch Phone
7 The Club at Mclnnis Park 1st Thursday 415 456-3763
22 The Club at Mclnnis Park 1st Tuesday 415 924-4862
47 Club at Mcinnis Park 4th Tuesday 415 881-7477

Happy Hour - 11:00 am; Luncheon - 11:45 am
68 The Club at McInnis Park 2nd Tuesday 415 479-3286
134 Embassy Suites 1st Tuesday 415 892-0209

ATTENDANCE: Failure to attend three consecutive meetings without
giving prior notice to the Attendance Chairman, and/or failure to
attend at least 6 meetings within the previous 12 months, may result
in termination.

Condensed from Rule 100 of State Policy Manual

Attendance at another branch meeting, duly recorded with the
Attendance Chairman of that branch, will be credited to a member's
attendance record (Rule 101).

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE
Please report SIR illnesses or deaths to
Bill Donnelly at 415 897-8966
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE will meet

Monday, August 27, 2018. 10:30 AM at the
McGinnis Park Golf Club Boardroom350 Smith Ranch
Road

San Rafael, CA 94903
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BRANCH 47 LUNCHEON MEETINGS IN 2018

Fourth Tuesday Of The Month

Wednesday Aug 1 Tennis
Thursday Aug 2 Walking Group
Friday Aug 3  Bowling
Monday Aug 6 Bocce
Monday Aug 6 9 Hole Golf (Maybe)
Monday Aug 6 18 Hole Golf
Wednesday Aug 8 Tennis
Wednesday Aug 8 CLINE WINE TASTING
Thursday Aug 9 Walking Group
Friday Aug 10 Investors’ Lunch Bunch
Friday Aug 10 Bowling
Monday Aug 13 9 Hole Golf
Monday Aug 13 18 Hole Golf
Tuesday Aug 14 Rolling Roamers
Tuesday Aug 14 Fishing
Wednesday Aug 15 Advanced Digital Camera
Wednesday Aug 15 Tennis
Thursday Aug 16 Bridge
Thursday Aug 16 Walking Group
Friday Aug 17 Bowling
Monday Aug 20 9 Hole Golf
Monday Aug 20 18 Hole Golf
Wednesday Aug 22 Tennis
Thursday Aug 23 Walking Group
Friday Aug 24 Bowling
Monday Aug 27 9 Hole Golf
Monday Aug 27 18 Hole Golf
Monday Aug 27 Executive Committee Mtg
Tuesday Aug 28 Branch 47 Luncheon
Tuesday Aug 28 TamalTalk Deadline for Aug
Wednesday Aug 29 Tennis
Thursday Aug 30 Walking Group
Friday Aug 31 Bowling
See what’s happening Statewide in SIR
www.sirinc.org/sirhappenings/
To see all that SIR has to offer:

January 23 (Tuesday)
February 27 (Tuesday)
March 27 (Tuesday)
April 22 (Tuesday)

July 24 (Tuesday)
August 28 (Tuesday)
September 25 (Tuesday)
October 23 (Tuesday)

DATES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

The Monday preceding the Fourth Tuesday
Branch 47 Luncheon Meeting

Jan. 8
Jan. 22 July 23
Feb. 26 Aug. 27
Mar. 26 Sept. 24
Apr. 23 Oct. 22

While he was visiting, my father asked for the password to

our Wi-Fi.

“It’s taped under the modem,” | told him.

After three failed attempts to log on, he asked, “Am | spelling
this right? T-A-P-E-D-U-N-D-E-R-T-H-E-M-O-D-E-M?”

TAMALTALK, SIR Branch 47
Ron Kosciusko, Publisher
402 Hilary Drive

Tiburon, CA. 94920




